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Our Vision: Messiah seeks to grow as a congregation of the ELCA called by Christ, gathered by the gospel, and sent 
by the Holy Spirit into our communities to share and celebrate God's compassion and love. 

MESSIAH MESSENGER  
The Newsletter of  
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
185 W. 5th Street 
Constantine MI 49042 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Office:  269.435.9785 
FAX:  269.435.2021 

E-mail: secretary@messiah-constantine.org 
Website: www.messiah-constantine.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Messiah.Constantine 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 
YOUR BIBLE? 

 
Q:  What did the children of Israel call 
the bread? 

A: Manna  
Exodus 16:15  
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WORSHIP HOURS 
 

Open Space 9:00 a.m. 
Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. 
Worship Services 10:30 a.m. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 - 1:00 p.m.  
Closed Wednesdays (or by appointment) 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dennis Smith, Pastor 
Alicia Geisler, Church Secretary 
Thom Britton, Organist 
Keith Geiman, Choir Director 
 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

Tom Rockwell, President 
Jody Bowersox, Vice President 
Sally Stuby, Secretary 
Yvonne Kline, Treasurer 
 

MINISTRY CHAIRPERSONS 
 

Deb Hart, Christian Ed. & Discipleship 
Theresa Chrisman, Congregational Care 
Dustin Burgess, Facilities Mgt. 
Andy Rockwell, Resource Mgt. 
Sue Kantauskas, Gospel/Mission 
Eunice Outman, Invest Fund 
Linda Walker, Financial Secretary 
Cindie Rockwell, Altar Guild 

   Monday, Tuesday  

& Thursday  

    9:00 a.m. -  1:00 p.m.  

 

CLOSED WEDNESDAYS  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Sunday, September 10th 
following worship service. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As of  7/31/17 

 

Total Income:       $87,543.41 
Total Expenses:    $89,866.66 
   YTD Loss:         ($ 2,323.25) 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
 

Please email the Secretary at  
secretary@messiah-constantine.org or drop items 

off at the church office by 
 Monday, September 18th. 

Messiahôs next turn at the Soup Kitchen is 
Monday, September 18th.  

 

Held at the United 
 Methodist Church 
4:30 - 6:00 pm     

 

WORSHIP TIME RETURNS TO 10:30 AM 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 

*Current Food Pantry needs:  
 

Baked Beans, Chunky Soup, 
Grooming Items (shampoo, soap, 
deodorant, etc.) 

RAMP ï IT ï UP 
 
Constantine Coalition of Churches: Ramp Build-
ing Ministry 
 

An opportunity to serve those in our community 
who need special assistance to stay in their 
homes.  Anyone can be part of this new ministry, 
even those who don't know a hammer from a 
screwdriver.   
 

See Pastor Smith for details. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFgPiPkqLVAhXI6IMKHbSlDYUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpyrite.club%2F2017%2Fsoup-kitchen-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNFUuDHkWgxXfNj5wMCt8E0ZqClB5Q&ust=1500993107670181
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5vKX6_ZLVAhXD5YMKHVSdA-QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthecatskillchronicle.com%2F2014%2F02%2F20%2Fst-johns-food-pantry-appeals-for-help-to-stay-open%2F&psig=AFQjCNEL


3 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

September 2017 
 

Conversation with Owen, my 10-year-old grandson, following the protests in Charlottesville, Virginia 
 

Me:  So, Owen, do you know who Robert E. Lee was. 
 

Owen:  Yeah.  He was a general during the Civil War.  He fought for the South. 
 

Me:  There was a big statue of him in Charlottesville, Virginia, his home state. 
 

Owen:  (eye roll and sigh)  I know, Papa.  Some people wanted to tear it down and other people thought it 
was unfair. 
 

Me:  What do you think?  Was it unfair? 
 

Owen:  Yes, I do.  I think it was unfair. 
 

Me:  The people who wanted to take it down said it represented an unjust institution, slavery.  They say Gen-
eral Lee fought to protect the right of white people to own black people.  General Lee even owned slaves.  
Was that just? 
 

Owen:  Of course not.  No one should own another person.  (sigh)  By why should one bad thing about a per-
son over ride all the good things.  He did good things too.  Itôs not fair to tear down his statue because of one 
bad thing. 
 

So, how is it that my 10-year-old grandson and I can have an adult conversation about such a touchy issue 
while the rest of the country goes ballistic?  The level of angry rhetoric across the country has ratcheted up so 
much lately that it seems impossible to discuss anything remotely political without being labeled a red-
necked, racist  or bleeding heart liberal - or worse.   
It seems to me that, increasingly, many of us would rather remain silent than risk ridicule or anger from folks 
who disagree with us.   What can we do about that?  What should we do?  Is there a unique voice for the 
church in such a heated political climate?  Or, should we, as Lutheran Christians, simply refrain from taking a 
public stand on sensitive issues like Confederate monument removal and the display of Confederate battle 
flags in our own communities?  
Resurgent racism in the US did not begin in Charlottesville, Virginia.  Nor will it end with the removal Con-
federate war hero statues.   Racial, class, gender, and sexuality divides are a lingering legacy, not likely to go 
away anytime soon.  Such issues have worsened already brittle political fault lines in churches, further rocked 
by questions of biblical interpretation and authority. 
My question is this:  Can the church enter the rhetorical fray as a voice of reason and clear expression of the 
gospel?  If so, how?   Jesus once asked his disciples, ñwho do you say that I am?ò  How would we answer that 
question in light of the social issues facing us today? 
 

Fall Bible  Study 
On September 11,  (I know, and auspicious date)  I will begin a six ïweek Bible study on ñControversies in 
the Early Church and How They Were Resolved.ò  Controversy is not new to Christianity and the very exist-
ence of Protestant denominations bears witness to the fact that some controversies are only resolved by split-
ting the church ï not the ideal resolution.  Some controversies, however, have been resolved with greater clar-
ity of our message and mission.  My hope is that by reviewing how the church dealt with disagreements in the 
fourth century we main gain insights that will helps us resolve contentious issues in the 21st century. 
I plan to offer two meeting times:  2:00 PM and 6:00 PM.  If enough people express interest in both times, 
two sessions will be offered.    Our review of Christian history will bring us up top the time of the Refor-
mation and the issues that Led Luther and others to seek reform and renewal. 
Continuing Christian education is a vital part of everyoneôs growth in faith.  Confirmation is not the end of 

our faith journey, but the beginning.  I hope that we all will seek ways to engage the Bible and our Faith tradi-

tions to deepen our understanding and renew our faith. 
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Deb Hart   9/01 
Patricia Woltman   9/03 
Gwen Smith   9/03 
Jody Bowersox   9/04 
Kim Bojanich   9/05 
Carol Deller   9/05 
Rick Jackson   9/07 
Amanda Burgess   9/08 
Owen Smith   9/08 
Marjorie Baima   9/13 
Josh Smith   9/15 
Peter Moord   9/15 
Bryce Hekter   9/15 
Thom Britton   9/18 
Mark Lucas Jr.   9/19 
Zachary Harrison   9/23 
Alice Mader   9/24 
Darren Rosario   9/25 
Thomas Smith   9/26 
Ed Clementz   9/27 
Paula Smith   9/30 
Mark Hostetler   9/30 

 

 
 
 
 

Louis & Marjorie Baima   9/02 
William & Amanda Mead   9/12 
Nick & Sally Cook    9/13 
Rick & Cathy Jackson   9/16 
Dale & Sally Stuby    9/18 
Steve & Janice Jones   9/19 
Phil & Pat Portinga    9/19 
Tom & Cindie Rockwell   9/23 

 
Council Capsule for August 

 
 

§ Open Space will begin September 10 at 9 
AM with music and 9:15 classes.   

§ ñChuck Wagonsò will continue on 4th Sunday 
with Parent assistance. 

§ Council accepted Call Committeeôs church 
profile as presented.  

§ ñRamp it Upò building ramps for handicap 
accessibility looking for volunteers.  

§  Year to date budget at ($2,323.25).  

 

JOIN US! 
 

Beer and Bible Wednesdays at 6:00 PM at the 
Constantine Brew Pub.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Education and Conversation around the "Bible 
and Contemporary Issues" 
 

 

HELP IS NEEDED FOR  SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER...! 
 

We need Assisting Ministers, Lectors, Ushers, Communion Servers, Coffee 
hour servers, AV Techs, Acolytes, Donut Pick Up and CLEANING. 

 

Please check the calendars and sign up sheets across from the office to see 
 where you can help!  

 
 

  
 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 2017 
E. Water Street,  
Constantine, MI 

 

See flyer on bulletin board for 
 complete schedule of events 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjI04mq6ZLVAhWVyIMKHSWSAssQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2F99designs.com%2Flogo-design%2Fcontests%2Flogo-beer-bible-study-112251&psig=AFQjCNEJlqVq1lD5F_L8zPJ59K4M4u8iWg&u
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAlsil9LPVAhUb3YMKHV5KBUEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpineneedlesmembers.blogspot.com%2F2014%2F09%2F&psig=AFQjCNH97axwvE-ON7p08zBPLxHxzGQs8Q&ust=1501603563839218
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WE PRAY FOR GODôS  
HEALING PRESENCE IN THE LIVES 
 OF THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE 

 
Bob Ahrendt, Diane Benson, Catherine Brady, Lillian Carter, Ed Clementz, Laurie Copeland, Brian 
Deller, Heidi Feldman, Denise Kantauskas, Elizabeth Hayes, Beulah Mader, Michele, Diane 
Northrup, Kristina Rowley, Emma Salinas, Vicki Soukup, Jerry Stears, Steve, Sanya Vitale, Ernie 
Willman, Thomas Yacono, The Franks Family. 
 
Watch, dear Lord, with those who wake or watch or weep.  Tend the sick, rest the weary, bless the 
dying, and soothe the suffering.  Shine your light of love on them and walk with them, that they may 
know the peace and comfort of your presence.  Amen 

 
 
 
September 3rd - Worship returns to 10:30 AM 
September 10th - Open Space starts at 9:00 AM/
        Council Meeting 
September 11th - Bible Study 
September 12th - WELCA Mtg. 2:00 PM 
September 18th - Soup Kitchen/Newsletter  
        Deadline 
October 1st - Crop Walk/Progressive Dinner 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

4
th 
Annual Progressive Dinner 

 

Sunday, October 1, 2017 
 

5:00-5:20 pm - Appetizers @ Messiah Lutheran Church 
 

5:30-5:50 pm - Salad Course @ United Methodist Church 
 

6:00-6:30 pm - Main Course @ Trinity Missionary Church 
 

6:40 pm - Desserts @ 1st Congregational Church 
 

All funds raised will be donated to the Constantine Church Association Voucher  
Program.  Suggested donation of $10 payable at main course (Trinity Missionary Church). 

 

PLEASE SIGN UP BY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 
 
 

2017 CROP Walk for World Hunger 
 

Date: Sunday, October 1 
 

Time: 1:30 PM 
 

Place: Messiah Lutheran Church 
 

Local Beneficiary:  Our Local 
Recipient of Funds will be the 
Constantine Community Soup 
Kitchen. 
 

For a pledge form see Sue Outman 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwityIOU_ZfVAhWp24MKHQHsDZwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcmillinelementary.edublogs.org%2Fpage%2F7%2F&psig=AFQjCNHTjQ8rWWsJfWeq7IZcULordJtAjA&ust=1500643999128274
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8gKOPjKLVAhWc8oMKHZV4DtgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffbcderry.org%2Fprayer%2F&psig=AFQjCNGK4YTib3j5cXfxc7sn25Xh5YgcMA&ust=1500991680859804
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjq-dncpLbVAhVJ5YMKHTHJBhgQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themafeest.info%2Fprogressive-dinner-invitations%2F&psig=AFQjCNFWm7LgWEuMyVXx6uk4PH5-vJF33g&ust=15016855347
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NOISY OFFERING 
 

The Noisy Offering for September has  
been designated for the Boiler Replacement Fund. 

Open Space starts September 10th at 9:00 AM 
 
Chuck Wagon starts September 24th 
 
Bring back your piggy banks if you still have them. 


